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 A personal message from the Executive Director 

National Volunteer Week is April 23-29

Come celebrate with us at Hospice Georgina! Volunteers are the heart and soul of Hospice Georgina 
and make it possible for us to fulfill our mission of “Sharing the Caring.” Mark your calendar for 
Thursday, April 27th and plan to join us for a Volunteer Appreciation Luncheon from 11:30am to 
1:30pm. Let’s sit together, share some food and some laughs. I can think of no better way to 
celebrate our volunteers than by being together as our “hospice family.” So no matter if you visit 
clients, facilitate a group, help out with fundraisers or in the office, or sit on our Board, come celebrate 
your magnificent contributions to your community. In order for us to make this the best possible 
luncheon that we can, we’d like to ask that you please let us know if you plan to attend. Pop in, 
drop us an email, give us a ring. That way we’ll know how many people will be joining us and 
we’ll be able to have plenty for all.

And if that wasn’t enough….plan to stick around until 2pm and try out our Wellness Meditation Group. 
Facilitated by one of our very own volunteers (of course!) our Wellness Meditation group is free for 
our volunteers. What a great way to practice self care for those who give
so much to others. This all-abilities group can help you find some peace
and calm in your life, and help you have less stress. Again, we want to 
make sure we have enough room for everyone, so if you want to 
join in the meditation group, please let us know.

The staff of Hospice Georgina is looking forward to spending some time
celebrating our awesome volunteers during National Volunteer Week!
Until then, thank you for “Sharing the Caring.”
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR

****For all events, please RSVP so that we can plan 
accordingly***

Hospice Georgina
152 High St. Box 721
Sutton, On L0E 1R0
(905) 722-9333
www.hospicegeorgina.com

Save these dates for 2017!

Pansy Day – Sat. April 22, 2017
Hike For Hospice – Sun. May 7, 2017
Golf Tournament – Mon. May 29, 2017

2017 Continuing Education & Time Together 
April 27, 11:30am-1:30pm-Hospice Spring 
Volunteer Appreciation Luncheon (April 23 to 29 is 
National Volunteer Week!)
May 4, 10am-12pm- Jackie & Marie: Boundaries 
Before, During & After
June 22nd-Hospice BBQ (evening)
July & August-Summer off
September-AGM (evening), details TBA
October-Heart Health & Stroke Prevention, date 
TBA (tentatively a Monday)
November-Continuing Education session in 
planning stages
December-Volunteer Holiday Party (afternoon)



GETTING TO KNOW  HOSPICE VOLUNTEER –
MARGARET 
How long have you lived in Georgina?
I have lived in Georgina for 19 years. 
Tell us a bit about your background… 
We came here when Gerry Brouwer, my partner and I retired.  I came to Canada
 53 years ago, have 2 children and 7 grandchildren. I had a career in teaching with 
the former North York Board of Education ending with 12 years as a principal. I was 
a full time caregiver to Gerry for the last 5 years of his life. 
Tell us about some of your favourite things to do…
I love working with plants both in doors and in my garden. I enjoy travelling and as I 
have family living throughout the world I get a lot of opportunity to do so. I am a news 
junkie and an avid reader. Spending time  outside, at the cottage, walking the green 
spaces in Georgina and in my yard are very important to me.
What is your role at Hospice Georgina? I have been on the board of Hospice 
for 7 years and served in several capacities including a year as president. My 
involvement has opened up areas of learning that I probably would not have had. 
The people I have met and worked with are amazing in their caring and support for 
others. I am currently representing Hospice on several committees working to 
improve the quality of palliative and home care. Volunteering has enriched my life 
experiences. One gets far more than one gives.

 

Volunteer Hours: Just a reminder that all volunteers need to report your volunteer hours every month by the 
10th . This information is reported to the Ministry of Health & Long Term Care, which in turn funds our palliative 
programs.  Without volunteer hours, our funding could be in jeopardy.



. 

Sharing the Caring…a volunteer story

 

My first meeting with my new hospice client happened to be in a snow covered field behind
his house. I found him struggling in the cold, trying to load a wheel burrow with wood. The problem was, 
besides his physical ailments, his wood burning furnace needed to be filled daily in order to supply hot water 
and heat to his home. And unfortunately, to make matters worse, the wood pile for his furnace laid some fifty 
feet away.
My client had taken over two hours to accomplish what I was able to complete in fifteen minutes and I 
couldn’t help but reflect not so much on the futility of the situation, but more on our defiance, especially as 
we get older, on maintaining our independence.
Up to now, my volunteering role has been more of a passive observer, but this situation called for more 
immediate action. I realized quickly that the large wood pile had to be moved. If the wood could be stacked 
in arms reach of the furnace door, I believed this would be the best balance between my client’s sense of 
independence, and my role of trying to make his life easier.
I couldn’t do it myself, there was just too much wood. So I asked a few friends to help. To be honest, I was a 
little apprehensive to ask. We all are busy juggling work, kids, life, and it seems more and more that time 
has become a commodity unto itself. But I shouldn’t have worried. Everyone I asked immediately wanted to 
help. I am blessed with truly great friends and it took only a few hours, on a Saturday afternoon, to move 
and stack the mountain of wood.
It’s hard for me to ask for help sometimes. I forget that I am not alone and that it isn’t a sign of weakness but 
a sign of strength to ask for assistance. What surprised me the most about our afternoon was how quickly 
the job was done. Something that looked daunting and over-whelming the week previous was accomplished 
very quickly with able and willing hands.
I think we all struggle at some point between self-reliance and sharing a burden. I know I have, and I think 
this experience has helped me, in some small way, to understand the struggle that many hospice clients go 
through. Independence is a delicate balance and it is reassuring to know that there are many exceptional, 
compassionate people in our community willing to step-in at a moment’s notice and unselfishly shoulder part 
of someone else’s journey. 
After all, what are we here for if not for each other?
 



Curl for Care
Thank you for coming out and supporting 
Hospice Georgina during our bonspiel on 
Saturday, March 25th. I am pleased to share 
with you that we raised $2330.00 during the 
event which surpassed last year....awesome! 
It certainly seemed like everyone had fun out 
on the rink as well as in the lounge between 
games and during lunch. We would also like 
to thank our volunteers and the Sutton 
Curling Club for the use of their centre and 
Lynda H. for organizing the event. Thanks 
also to volunteers Sue, Wendy, Tricia, Mary 
Catherine, Ciara, Jeff  and Donna for all your 
help, and to Agnes on the bar for donating 
their time.  Another successful day, with much 
needed funds going to services in Georgina.

Thank you to our sponsors:

Forest Glenn Tree Care Inc.
Georgina Healing Arts Centre Inc.
Mike Smith Planning
Yarbrough Consulting
Sunset Beach Catering
Johnathen's Fish & Chips
Sammy's Chicken Coop
Angelo's
Village Traditions
Donnell Law group
Home Hardware Sutton
Sutton General Store
Franzisi’s Pizza Man
Ben's Pharmacy
Tara MacDonald
Kats Gallery
Fellini Wines
Sutton Apothecary
Lenka
Jackson's Point Dentistry



Upcoming Events (Mark Your Calendars) 
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Grief & Bereavement

 


